
the Presidency he continued 
as a member of the Board 
for the rest of his life. In 
1901, he was appointed hon-
orary secretary of RPA and 
then became its Chairman; a 
position he held until his 
death in 1920. 
 
Anderson Stuart's attention 
was passionately focused on 
the development of the hos-
pital and he devoted himself 
to a grand building pro-
gramme. In 1904 the Victo-
ria and Albert pavilions were 
built. It was largely due to 
his abilities that this hospital 
became the largest general 
hospital in Australia and one 
of the most important medi-
cal schools in the Empire 
(outside Britain). In 1914 he 
was created a Knight Bache-
lor in recognition of his dis-
tinguished service to medi-
cine. 

As part of our “Named 
Wards” project, the plaque 
(pictured) has been hung in 
the reception area of TPU. 
 
This bronze bas relief me-
morial plaque depicts Sir 
Thomas Peter Anderson 
Stuart. It was designed and 
modelled by Dr Harlow 
Matheson, and the frame 
made by Wunderlich Ltd. It 
was originally erected at the 
entrance to the The 
Anderson Stuart Operat-
ing Pavilion, inaugurated 
March 28, 1928 and in use 
for 55 years.  
 
At the time, the Department 
was acclaimed the most 
modern and complete in the 
world, with the most up to 
date surgical environment. 
The public were invited to 
inspect the new pavilion for 
a fee of one shilling, and ac-
cording to reports it was a 
most memorable occasion in 
the hospital’s history, mark-
ing it as a definite step for-
ward in surgery. 
 
Eight operating theatres 
were built along the south 
side, overlooking Gloucester 
House Drive. Each theatre 
had a large window, roof 
lighting and a students’ gal-
lery. On the other side of 
the corridor were four an-
aesthetic rooms and four 
‘scrub-up’ areas that also 
served as cleaning 
areas for utensils 

and instruments. The build-
ing housed a Sterilising 
Room, Museum, Workshop, 
Surgeons’ Dressing and Sit-
ting Rooms, Nurses’ Day 
Room, Students’ and Visi-
tors’ Room, Pathological 
Laboratory and accommoda-
tion for X-ray equipment. A 
specially designed mahogany 
instrument cupboard held 
pride of place in the instru-
ment room, (and is now in 
the in the RPA Museum.  
 
Anderson Stuart was the 
Scottish-born founder of the 
University of Sydney Medical 
School and took an active 
interest in the Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital from its in-
ception. Anderson Stuart did 
much for medicine in Sydney 
and had access to, and influ-
ence over, people in posi-
tions of power in University, 
Government and community 
circles.  
 
From 1883 Anderson 
Stuart was a member 
of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Prince 
Alfred Hospital. As 
well as his university 
posts, from 1893 to 
1896 he held the 
dual appointments of 
Medical Adviser to 
the Government and 
President of the 
Board of Health. 
When he resigned 

Sir Thomas Anderson Stuart 

Celebrating PA’s first named theatres 

RPA Heritage News 
A P R I L  2 0 1 3  V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  4  

Sir Thomas Peter 
Anderson Stuart 
Kt  (1856—1920)  
 

MD ChM HonLLD 
(Edin) HonDSc 
(Durham) MD (Melb)  
 
Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine , University 
of Sydeny(1883-1920)  
 
Professor of Anatomy 
& Physiology (until 
1890)  
 
Professor of Physiology 
(until 1920)  
 



P A G E  2  A new take on ‘bush medicine’ 
Many people have 
heard accounts of 
surgery and medical 
procedures being 
performed in unusual 
places, such as sto-
ries of babies born 
on the side of the 
road or heroic tales 
of self-surgery. Did 
you know that RPA 
has its own amazing 
surgical rescue 
story? 

It happened 86 years ago 
in the hot, secluded and 
rugged bushland of the 
Kedumba Valley in the 
Blue Mountains. On Box-
ing Day 1926, four boys 
(brothers Alan and Jack 
Crago, their cousin Dick 
Wiesener and local boy 
Johann Ort who acted as 
their guide) travelled along 
King’s Tableland to a steep 
track known as the “Goat 
Track” for a day of rabbit 
hunting. They were using 
rifles they’d just received 
for Christmas. Jack rested 

while the others went 
ahead. Suddenly, a rabbit 
was spotted and Dick 
pulled back the bolt on his 

rifle but the bolt slipped 
and the rifle discharged, 
missing the rabbit and 
hitting Alan in the lower 
back. With a groan he fell 
to the ground but re-
mained conscious. Johann, 
a former Boy Scout, sprang 
into action. He and the 
other boys created a 
stretcher with saplings and 
a chaff bag and carried the 
wounded Alan to a nearby 
shack. They realised that 
the wound was serious: 
the bullet had gone clean 
through Alan’s. lower 
body. Johann and Jack left 
to get aid. Johann man-
aged to climb back up the 
steep track and ran for 
help. The first doctor ar-
rived very quickly and a 
Macquarie Street specialist 
arrived in the evening. 
They found that the bullet 
had gone through Alan’s 
kidney. 
Rain and the unfriendly 
terrain meant that the 
patient could not be 
moved. In fact, he was so 
badly injured that he had 
to remain motionless. A 
camp was set up on site. 
Tents were improvised, 
snakes dealt with and sup-
plies brought in. A nursing 
team arrived to tend to 
Alan around the clock. 
Amazingly, the nurses 
managed to keep their 
aprons starched and 
whiter than white, even in 
the primitive conditions! 
Over 30 people came in 
and out of the camp to 
deal with the emergency. 
Horses could not be used 
because of the mud and 
steep terrain. Everything 

was carried by hand. After 
12 days, Alan’s condition 
was not improving: an op-
eration would be necessary. 
Nowadays, patients in 
Alan’s position could be 
airlifted out and flown to 
hospital. This was not the 
case in 1927. A team was 
summoned by “fast car” 
from Sydney and Drs 
Gordon Craig, RK Lee Brown 
and Sister Evelyn Lawrie 
arrived. All three had close 
ties with the Royal Prince 
Alfred Hospital. Dr Craig 
performed the operation 
and Alan Crago’s kidney was 
removed on the 7th of Janu-
ary 1927. The conditions 
were primitive to say the 
least. Dr Craig worked, by 
daylight only, in an old clad-
ding hut, patched with tarps 
and pieces of wood. The 
instruments were sterilised 
over an open fire. 
(Apparently Alan’s shat-
tered kidney was “taken to 
the medical museum”, 
probably at the University of 
Sydney.) 
Alan was given the ‘all clear’ 
three weeks later. His de-
voted family and friends 
tended to him all this time. 
On the 26th of January, two 
days before his 17th birth-
day, Alan was carefully and 
slowly carried on a modified 
chaise lounge, with his up-
per torso and legs elevated, 
over 5.5 miles (8.8Km) of 
harsh terrain to King’s Ta-
bleland. The journey took 
nearly 6 hours. 
Alan fully recovered and led 
a full and happy life. He en-
tered the family flour milling 
business, married, had four  
(to next page) 
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“Dr Craig 
performed the 

operation and Alan 
Crago’s kidney was 
removed on the 7th 
of January 1927.”  

Alan Crago resting in 
the ’shack’  
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(continued) 
children, and died aged 96. 
Jack became an orchardist/
farmer. Richard, their cousin 
who accidentally fired the 
shot, became a RAAF pilot. 
Sadly he died in August 1940 
when his Lockheed Hudson 
A16-97 crashed near Canberra. 
Geoffrey Street, Minister for 
the Army and Repatriation, 
James Fairbairn, Minister for 
Air and Civil Aviation. Sir Henry 
Gullett, Vice-president of the 
Executive Council and Minister 
in charge of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research and six oth-
ers also died. It was a great 
war-time loss for Australia.  

teresting example of how a 
nurse in the hospital was hood-
winked came to light recently. 
It was observed that some 
loose pills were lying on the 
verandah of a certain ward and 
the next day what appeared to 
be the same pills were again 
noticed and the cleaner whose 
duty it was to sweep the veran-
dah was charged, with neglect 
of duty, which he denied. The 

(transcribed from RPA Gazette, 
16 April 1927, p. 4) 
“Patients, as their name implies, 
are usually patient in the course 
of their treatment, and while in 
hospital carry it out conscien-
tiously. Sometime, however, 
though rarely they dodge it 
where it may be unpleasant, but 
they cannot often evade the 
eagle eye of the nurse. An in-

pills were then again removed by 
him. Curiously enough, the next 
day they were there again. Then, 
enquiry showed that a patient , 
the head of whose bed was by 
the window near which the pills 
were found, instead of taking his 
pills, as ordered when they were 
handed to him by the nurse had 
consistently thrown them out of 
the window. And still, perhaps, 
he got better.”  

A tidbit from the RPA Gazette, April 1927 

Sister Evelyn Lawrie: Dr 
Gordon Craig (top); Dr 
RK Lee-Brown (bottom) 

pected another thirty years 
of great eminence. Sister 
Evelyn Lawrie, the nurse sent 
to assist in the operation, 
trained at RPA and returned 
in 1946 as Assistant Matron 
and then served as Matron 
from 1954-60. She was 
awarded the Royal Red Cross 
(RRC) in early 1944. At the 
time of Alan Crago’s accident 
she worked at the Braeside 
Private Hospital in Stanmore 
and was associated with Drs 
Craig and Lee-Brown 
through their private prac-
tice work there.  

The Museum thanks Dr Frank Taylor for 
bringing this story to us. We also thank Alan 
Crago’s children Sally, Sandra and Richard 
for spending time with us and providing 
articles and photographs for this story. 

Dr Gordon Craig died unex-
pectedly in 1931 at the age of 
61. He had retired just 16 
months before. His daughter 
married Dr RK Lee-Brown, the 
assistant surgeon for Alan 
Crago’s surgery and Craig’s 
successor at RPA but fate did 
not smile on this man. Dr Lee-
Brown died suddenly in 1934 
at the age of at the age of 35 
when the light plane he was 
piloting crashed. He death 
devastated the RPAH commu-
nity. He was one of the young-
est men in the Hospital’s his-
tory to attain the honours of a 
full surgeon and his obituary 
notes that he should have ex- 
 



We have completed a display for the 
Kerry Packer Education Centre (the 
original RPA Nurses’ Home built 
in1892). It features photographs from 
the time of PA’s opening to the 1930s 
showing aspects of nurses’ lives. The 
research was done by Museum volun-
teers. 
The RPA Nurses’ Home was the sec-

In the first few months of 2013 we 
have received: 
• 1973 RPA phone directory from 
Telephone Services 

• 1930s patient and visitor guide 
from a member of the public 

• A large piece of marble, once 
part of the RPA donor list from 
Ross Patrick (from the Estate of 
Nicholas Packham). 

• 5 A-Block wooden ward signs 
from the estate of Dr Nicholas 
Packham. 

ond dedicated Nurses’ Home to be 
built in Australia. It opened 10 
years after PA’s opening. Until 
then, Nurses slept in a variety of 
places, including on balconies and 
wards.  
Take a moment to read the display 
the next time you are in KPEC.  

Recent Acquisitions & Projects 

Left: ward signs donated by Dr Packham; right: New display in the Kerry 
Packer Education Centre, Building 72 

Phone: 9515 9201 
Email: Kathryn.hillier@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 
Web: http://www.sswahs.nsw.gov.au/RPA/Museum/ 

The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Museum and Archive is freely open to 
all staff and public on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
from 10 am to 2 pm. Please let patients and visitors know.  
 
We are located on Level 8 of 
the King George V Building  
in the former  
gynaecological theatres.  
 


